
 
 

October 29th, 2017 

 

During the day many little things needed to be prepared for the Closing Ritual and the final 

Eucharist. 

 

 
 

At 5:00 p.m. all delegates gathered with Bishop José Carballo, ofm, in the Assembly Hall. After 

an opening song we looked at projected pictures reminding us to whom we are sent with our new 

directions. Sr. Teresina then declared the closing of the 22nd General Assembly. Sr. Cathy invited each 

delegate to sign the final document of the Assembly. We then went in solemn procession from the 

Assembly Hall to the Chapel. The present General Council and the General Council-elect carried the 

candle of the Assembly, the Book of Gospels, a relic, the signed final document, a globe and a rose. 

 

Today’s homily was quite extensive. Here follows a summary:  

The Lord may give you peace! The Gospel of today shows the essentials. It says what Pope 

Francis always repeats: Return to the essential. Not everything is essential but at the same time not 

everything is non-essential. We were given the 10 commandments. The Jews have 365 regulations – 

one for each day. In the end there remains one important commandment: love God and love your 

neighbor as yourself. Everything is not necessary and does not help us. We often make rules for 

others and want freedom for ourselves. Only one thing is essential: love in every circumstance. All the 

rest is secondary. To realize this we need discernment. In the General Assembly you made many 

decisions. We have to discern what is really important and leave what is not important. That means 

we have to organize our life. The first reading today says very clearly what is important--the cry of the 

poor. 

 

 
 

Six words are important and they always go together in pairs like the apostles. The first pair of 

words is memory or history and prophecy. Like the people of Israel we often forget our history and 



what we have received. And there were and are always prophets to remind us. At the beginning of 

discipleship we are open to give everything and at the end we serve many idols and gods but not the 

one Lord. We try to modernize our founders but they are not modern. We should better remember 

the grace of our history. If we always go with fashion we will remain widows because the fashion 

changes. If we are like pieces in a museum we might be admired by many but no one wants to follow 

us. We have to reproduce the historical of Jesus--his being obedient, chaste and poor. Our life must 

become a question for others. We have to swim against the stream. Prophecy shows itself in signs and 

parables.  

 

 
 

The second pair of words is passion and Gospel. This is our mission. We have fallen in love and 

are asked to carry this through. Franciscan spirituality means passion and cross in all difficulties. 

Passion opens us up for the future. The one who has passion makes mistakes. The one who has no 

passion is born in vain. We should take the Gospel as vade mecum (instruction manual). It can 

illumine our life and is the supreme and absolute law. If we live the Gospel the rest will come. Jesus is 

not an idea but a form of life. We need to study the Word of God. What place does God’s Word, does 

Jesus have in my life? Without God we are not sisters and brothers. Very often we rust and need more 

energy.  

 

The third pair of words is hope and joy. For God nothing is impossible and everything is 

possible. Do we believe that? Let’s look at Mary Magdalene, the apostle of the apostles. She is a great 

woman but she has one little defect – she is woman of nostalgia. She cries because Jesus is dead but 

the tears are fruit of her love. It is the view of faith that brings joy. Because I am loved as I am and 

called by name with all of my history, my faults and failures – this is the fundament of my joy. Are we 

people who attend a funeral without the perspective of Easter? We need creative imagination, 

innovative steps and an ecological project: time for God, time for myself, time together with others. 

The best thing is to start with the originality of the Gospel. If we do not put the person in the center 

we are not allowed to call ourselves Christians. St. Francis said at the end of his life: I have done my 

part. What you have to do God will teach you. So what can we do? Stand up – be resurrected. Now is 

the time. Live out of your history, be prophets, give witness, live your mission and start to put it into 

practice.  

 

 
 



After communion Sr. Teresina, Sr. Cathy and the new elected General Council came forward in 

front of the altar. As a sign of passing on the ministry to the new General Leadership, Sr. Teresina gave 

the candle of the 22nd General Assembly to Sr. Cathy and she passed it on to the other sisters of the 

General Council-elect. Afterwards Sr. Teresina gave Sr. Cathy the cross relic that has been handed on 

since Mother Frances from one General Superior to the next. The new General Leadership with the 

help of all sisters will implement the decisions of the 22nd General Assembly. Each delegate was then 

blessed with the cross relic by Sr. Cathy and received the final document of the General Assembly.  

 

 

 
 

A festive dinner was followed by dancing in the Assembly Hall. This concluded our day. 

 

 
  


