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Congregation of the Sisters 

of the Sorrowful Mother

Third Order Regular of Saint Francis of Assisi

Dear Sisters, Novices, Postulants and Friends,

The theme that we chose for this issue of Seeds of Life #7 “Interculturality and

Internationality in the Service of the Gospel” is  a challenge which urges us to

respond more consistently to the demands of the Gospel in our world. The testi-

monies presented here are a small sign that it is possible to answer the call of the

Church, particularly to religious congregations to  spread the spirituality of com-

munion.  This implies the need to view our sisters and brothers with the eyes of

faith, recognizing them as members of the same human family created by God. 

The following excerpt, from the Apostolic Exhortation, Consecrated Life, is the

best introduction to this issue, but it is, above all, a summons to be urgently imple-

mented.

Placed as they are within the world’s different societies — societies frequently

marked by conflicting passions and interests, seeking unity but uncertain about the

ways to attain it — communities of consecrated life, where persons of different

ages, languages and cultures meet as brothers and sisters, are signs that dialogue

is always possible and that communion can bring differences into harmony.

Consecrated men and women are sent forth to proclaim, by the witness of their lives,

the value of Christian fraternity and the transforming power of the Good News,

which makes it possible to see all people as sons and daughters of God, and inspires

a self-giving love towards everyone, especially the least of our brothers and sisters.

Such communities are places of hope and of the discovery of the Beatitudes, where

love, drawing strength from prayer, the wellspring of communion, is called to

become a pattern of life and source of joy.

In an age characterized by the globalization of problems and the return of the idols

of nationalism, international Institutes especially, are called to uphold and to bear

witness to the sense of communion between peoples, races and cultures. In a cli-

mate of fraternity, an openness to the global dimension of problems will not detract

from the richness of particular gifts, nor will the affirmation of a particular gift

conflict with other gifts or with unity itself. International Institutes can achieve this

effectively, inasmuch as they have to face in a creative way the challenge of incul-

turation, while at the same time preserving their identity.”(CL, 51)

The SSM’s have been an international congregation from the beginning and we are

grateful to Providence for having  made this plan for us. To help us to respond more

adequately to the mission of evangelization, as well as to the promotion and respect

of humanity and all of creation, consistent and conscious efforts are being made to

strengthen interculturality and internationality.

Sr. M. Teresina Marra

General Superior

Publication by: 

General Administration 

Casa Generalizia

Via Paolo III, 7-9

00165 Rome, Italy
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Every day we are becoming more aware of the

oneness of the whole world, we hear Jesus’

prayer not only for oneness of the human commu-

nity, but also for every part of the created uni-

verse. In reading the New Testament we find

Jesus constantly striving to put an end to divi-

sions, hatreds and injustices because we are all

His children; equally loved and esteemed by Him.

In Paul’s letter to the (Ephesians 4:4-6), he also

reminds us that we are “one body and one spir-

it…called to the one hope…one Lord, one faith,

one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is

over all and through all and in all.” Unfortunately,

the world we live in often stands in great contrast

to this desire for oneness and unity. We continue

to experience these disconnects that are caused

by war, violence, greed and environmental devas-

tation which result in separation. As religious, we

are called to be about promoting oneness and

unity both in our congregation and our world.

In the Old Testament we have the story of Noah

where we have God saying that He will be our

God and we will be His people.  Then Jesus

reminds His followers that he will not leave them

orphans but would always be with them through

the presence of the Holy Spirit. God is always with

us in a covenantal relationship. The covenant to

this day supersedes all differences, controversies,

or conflicts that place us at odds with one anoth-

er. We have a bond with God, each other and the

earth that demands human beings, and all cre-

ation to accept each other with dignity, respect

and honor.

Internationality and Interculturality

in the service of the Gospel

“That they all may be one, as you Father are in me and I in you, 

so that they all may be one in us” 

(John 17:21)
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As SSM’s we are called to go forth with courage,

confidence and hope to help create a more just and

sustainable world, a world that promotes unity,

peace and equality for all creation. We are an inter-

national congregation and share one vision of reli-

gious life that is contained in a number of different

languages, many different cultures, customs and

modalities. Our vision is central, embedded in the

Gospel; it is the heart.  The rest is purely acciden-

tal. Internationality in religious life is rooted within

the Gospel context of kenosis and metanoia. Inter-

nationality is synonymous with mutual respect,

acceptance of differences, and dialogue regarding

the cultural diversity and richness of all.
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A key component to becoming a true internation-

al congregation is to first recognize, accept, and

promote what unites us: namely our charism and

mission. The simplification of our governance

structures helps us to realize our hope and dream

of becoming more united as one congregation. 

In speaking about Interculturality and Internation-

ality Fr. Daniel Pietrzak writes that each culture,

therefore, needs to examine itself in relation to the

values it holds dear, their relation to values of

other peoples and cultures and their effective

compatibility with the values of the Gospel.  Only

in this way, can the members enter more mean-

ingfully into a compassionate relationship with

members of diverse cultures, with the ultimate

objective of realizing together the “kingdom of jus-

tice, love and peace” which Jesus preached and

inaugurated by His life, death and resurrection.

When we think of the Sisters of the Sorrowful

Mother, we are a congregation with many cultures

and ethnic groups. Though this may be a chal-

lenge to us at times it is also a blessing.  It gives

us the opportunity to witness to a deeper oneness

and unity that can be found in the richness of

diversity. This is the lesson God’s enormously

diverse and yet intimately connected Creation is

attempting to teach us.  

If we are to be one so that we can be one with

those we serve and with all of creation we must

give serious thought that leads to action toward

becoming more united.  

Catherine Harmer, 1993 ”Multiculturalism in Religious Life

Today” and 1992 Janet Malone “Internationality at What

Price“, Review for Religious.  Father Daniel Pietrzak, ” Inter-

culturality and Internationality, International Missionary Con-

gress.
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Touching Our World: a Gospel Call to Conver-

sion by Creatively Living and Sharing Our

Charism, was the theme of our 19th General

Assembly. Sister Alessandra Maria Zonato and I

were both on the Preparation Committee and

often asked ourselves this question, How can this

theme become a reality in our lives as individual

sisters and as a congre-

gation?

One “crazy” dream we

often spoke about was

opening a new mission in

Africa with a few sisters,

one coming from various

parts of the congregation.

Ten years later we know

what became of that

dream!

At our last Preparation

Meeting in Austria, Sr.

Alessandra said, “Julie,

we may not be going to

Africa, but God is sending

Africa to us. Come to

Assisi. There are many

Nigerian women in Italy

working as sex workers.  I

immediately said, yes, I

will come. At the time I could not leave my min-

istry but I made time to be free for one month. I

arrived in Assisi on September 17th 2002 and left

for Fabriano on September 18th for “Casa tra le

Nuvole” (house in the middle of the clouds), a

shelter for women caught in human trafficking,

sold to the sex trade and who were attempting to

leave the “road.” 

This was a real immersion in the processes of

inculturation and my first real experience of what

I would term “inclusive internationality” which,

for me, is the transcendence of

egocentricism- the conversion

of thinking and believing that

my culture is best. There

were women from all over

Europe and other parts of the

world-they were from

Corsica, Serbia, Moroc-

co, Kenya, Nigeria,

Sudan, Colombia and other parts of the world.

Inclusive Internationality is about a universal

love that must recognize and accept cultural dif-

ferences. A lived faith demands the acknowledg-

ment of other people’s ethnicity, culture, religion

and all of who they are as human beings. Sharing

life with these women and men made me realize

that acceptance of all

is a direct conse-

quence and a logical

flow from the great

commandment:

You must love the

Lord your God with

all your heart, with

all your soul, and

with all your

mind…you must

love your neighbor

as yourself.

These women gave

great witness to this

commandment by the

way they lived hospi-

tality.  These women

lived hospitality as a

holy event. They gave

witness to an eagerness to meet me, which I

think, is one of the characteristics of hospitality. In

Genesis 15.2 one remembers how Abraham “ran”

to meet his guest. We can also consider how the

disciples on the road to Emmaus “pressed” their

companion to stay with them. (Luke 24:29). This

attitude of attention, joy and care that is character-

istic of the Virtue of Hospitality is basic and

foundational to living our Internationality even as

SSMs and definitely as a world community.

Whereas, racism is the refusal to love others in

their differences, hospitality is the ministry of

acceptance of difference and

welcome of the stranger.

We read scripture, You

shall love the stranger

within your gates, for

you yourselves lived

as strangers in the

land of Egypt” (Deut.

10:19). 

An experience of internationality
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My second experience of internationality was

being part of the small group of sisters sent to

experience and discern the possibility of starting

a new mission in Tanzania.  My experience was

simply this, when there is purpose, intentionality,

focus, and a need or needs that call us beyond

ourselves the Gospel, Charism, Catholic Tradi-

tion and compassion for humanity become the

criteria to guide, judge, evaluate, motivate, tran-

scend, and sustain us. These aforementioned

things help us to break away from the illusion of

what I would term “cultural specialness”. Our

daily theological reflection on our experience as

our modus operandi grounded us in the essen-

tials. The Gospel, SSM Charism, Church docu-

ments and the needs of the people held us

together in a different space.  The process

helped me to detach from my false sense of sep-

arateness and re-connected me to my (our) core

identity. We are first each a manifestation of

God-Imago Dei. We are not only made in the

image of God, but also, God is the one in whom

we live, and move, and have our being. (Acts

17:28.). The Christ who took on human flesh is

the Word in whom all has been created. As Ayl-

ward Schorter says, This means that He is the

heart of all human cultures, that He is responsi-

ble for whatever is true and good in them and

that He makes them vehicles of salvation. I

remember one day while we were there we

heard the Gospel which says, Give them some-

thing to eat yourself three times. This Gospel

had never before caused me such psychological

and spiritual pain as it did that day. I got very

angry and I told the sisters when we gathered for

theological reflection that I could not hear this

Gospel one more time again.  This was only

because that same day we had encountered so

many hungry children; some were even fainting

at school before our very eyes and we had no

food to offer them. This experience has never

left me. In the face of this, how could the mind

continue to concoct an identity of oneself based

on one’s race, country of origin, color, religion, or

even one’s religious congregation-the very

things that are accidental and peripheral to us?
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As we move from saying prayers to becoming the prayers that we pray-we begin to know the meaning

and significance of things and choose priorities that really matter—priorities that enflesh the Gospel.  

Quote from Aylward Shorter “Toward A Theology Of  Inculturation “  Orbis Books.    

Sr. Julie Marie Peters,

Trinidad

7



Seeds of Life November 2012

It was a very full and active week for the congregation’s archivists as they gathered to

discuss their regional/provincial goals and activities, as well as to determine addition-

al ways to work more closely together. Here are some of their reflections on their inter-

national experience:

Internationality and unity in diversity were evident for me through the following:

• Each participant contributed through prayer, brief presentations, and conversations 

• Interpretation and revision and translation of texts was done within the group.

• We  all helped each other in spite of the language barriers.

• We were motivated  to complete the  work, cooperating  with each other during the meeting

and after it.

Our evening together with our sisters at Borgo Santo Spirito was also a great experience of

internationality. 

Sr. M. Margarita Schütz,

Germany

Some sisters share their experience of internationality while participating 

in recent international congregational meetings organized to more seriously

promote and foster unity and internationality.

FIRST INTERNATIONAL MEETING OF SSM ARCHIVISTS

January 23 - 27, 2012 in Rome  
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We originated from Aus-

tria, Germany, Italy and

the USA. One member

had ministry experience

from Brazil and several

had visited in SSM mis-

sions in Barbados,

Grenada, St. Lucia and

Trinidad/Tobago as well

as Tanzania. What bond-

ed us was our common

ministry as archivists.

Our use of a computer

program for accessing

archive material, the

MIDOSA program, provides each archivist with

access to the list of holdings of each of the other

repositories. We also shared some knowledge of

common languages which helped a great deal.

Sr. M. Helen Malolepsy,

United States

At the end of January,

2012, I had the opportu-

nity to live an internation-

al week with the

archivists of the Congre-

gation. It was a very

interesting meeting that

provided us with instruc-

tions of how to effective-

ly use a computer filing

system for the large

number of documents of

various kinds that every

archivist has in her

repository. It was partic-

ularly interesting how the week was organized.

We communicated well without professional inter-

pretation because there was a pleasant  atmos-

phere of openness and sharing among us.

Sr. Miryam Elisa Stella,

Italy
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The international meeting organized in Rome for the new members of the Congregation was a time of

grace to live  fraternity, friendship and get acquainted with the sisters coming from different countries

where our Congregation is present. Despite the cultural and linguistic differences, we gathered together

with the desire to live our charism and face the future with hope and faith. Special  thanks to the general

council who believed in this possibility and I pray that this will become a fruitful seed of hope in the com-

ing years.

Sr. M. Nicoletta Cortese,

Italy

The days of the SSM International Formation Meeting were, for me, a real moment of grace. I experienced

both fatigue and the beauty of communication: the language barrier was, at times, a struggle,  but we all

did our best to overcome it.  We were animated by a strong desire to know each other and to share our

experiences. I believe that the greatest gift of this gathering was to have rekindled in us the desire for

mutual knowledge and deep fraternal sharing.

Sr. M. Stefania Sangalli,

Italy

International Formation Meeting for Sisters 

in temporary vows and perpetual profession 

from 2005-2012 

June 20-30, 2012 in Rome

23 young sisters came from six different countries to deepen their understanding of our

SSM charism, and mission and to share their dreams and hopes for the future. This was

the first time that they had been together as a group.  Here are some of their reflections

on their international experience. 
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This meeting was a very good way to exchange my thoughts about our charism, our hopes, dreams and

challenges for the future with the other young SSM sisters. The way in which we were praying, working,

and laughing was an enriching experience for me. Our collaboration in this international meeting could be

a good sign for our world, a sign that it is possible to live together in peace, also within different cultures

when there is the will to do it.

Sr. Elisabeth Maria Knapp,

Austria

To meet the Sisters from the other countries of our congregation was really a wonderful opportunity.

Through sharing the experiences of living our charism and listening to each one’s story tells me how the

Holy Spirit joins us together even though we are in very different situations. It helped me to reflect on how

beautiful it is to have a multicultural congregation through which we can share our different customs and

cultures, can express the same legacy that Mother Frances left us, sharing its joys and hardships, and

learning how to have a broader view of the reality of the world.

Sr. M.  Rosa Toccolini,

Italy

From the moment I arrived at the airport in Rome I felt welcomed by Sr. Claudia Maria Bonacina.  The

warmth, the hospitality, the love, support and care I experienced during my time in Rome were all grace

and I am grateful to God for it. Hearing the reflections on Mother Frances and St. Francis and visiting the

places they lived and how they witnessed their love for Christ was very meaningful to me. I am very much

inspired to give of myself in an even greater way. 

I have great hope and enthusiasm for our Congregation because I observed the passion, joy and eager-

ness of our young sisters to serve Christ. We are members of the Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother com-

munity, but we are joyful and really know how to express that joy.  I feel rejuvenated.

I would like to thank the general council and all those who made this journey possible.

Sr. Yvette Marie Fernander,

Grenada
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It was a positive experience which helped   me to grow very much, particularly in giving attention to the

other sisters. Ordinarily, it is easier to care for those who are far away. I experienced the difficulty of dif-

ferent rhythms of time connected to our individual and cultural diversity, but what I experienced and appre-

ciated most was the fraternal atmosphere and the deep communion. My desire is to share my faith with

the other sisters at a deeper level, so that I can continue to grow deeper. 

Sr. Claudia Maria Bonacina,   

Italy

The experience of the SSM International Formation Meeting has been very rich and important. I enjoyed

how beautiful and alive our Charism is.  We lived diversity in community and experienced that it is the

same Spirit that acts. This was very evident when we shared  the history of our vocations and ministries.

All of the presentations  were reasons  for me to live with even more enthusiasm and courage to stand

with Mary at the foot of the Cross and to reach out to those in need, especially the poor.

Sr. M. Lucilda Borges Cantuária,

Brazil

The International Formation Meeting of the new SSM members that took place in Rome in June 2012 was

a very positive and important experience for me. It was an opportunity to open the horizons of the mind

and the heart and grow in mutual understanding and unity among us, the new SSM members. We are all

like tiny stones, each one a different color, with her own uniqueness, but all of us, a part of one big mosa-

ic.

Sr. M. Silvia Benetton,

Italy
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The International Formation Meeting was like a breath of fresh air. We experienced  mutual  respect,

attentive listening and a lot of good will.  As a result of this experience, we draw on our humanity, com-

munion, faith and evangelical spirit, together with our hopes and common goals to help promote the mis-

sion of our Church in the world.

Sr. Tatiana Maria Murador,

Italy

The days of the meetings were days of grace and joy for me. I experienced the beauty of our Congrega-

tion present in each sister in her uniqueness. In these days, our Charism appeared as a powerful force

present in our lives and in the life of the Church, a journey of hope made by many faces and events.

Sr. Helena Maria Alves de Jesus,

Brazil

It was nice to meet Srs. Yvette Fernander and Gillian Marie Jerome and see again the sisters from Brazil,

Tanzania and Austria. Observing the US/Caribbean Province sisters during their visit to the places of our

spirituality for the first time, I noticed the joy that could be read in their eyes and how that joy seemed to

increase every day. Although at times we struggled with verbal communication, we managed to commu-

nicate through body language.  Sharing and listening to all of the various experiences was a precious gift

to me.  Thanks for this opportunity!

Sr. M. Luciana Desini,

Italy
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We memorialize the Sisters who have entered into eternal happiness with the Lord

Deceased Sisters 

November 2, 2011 through November 2, 2012

✟

Sr. M. Anakleta Kirsch

Sr. M. Mathilde Gottschalk

Sr. M. Loretta Jacobs

Sr. M. Regina Bruen

Sr. M. Nemesia Nieberle

Sr. M. Sebaldina Weger

Sr. M. Maura Voegerl

Sr. Jean Marie Krueger

Sr. M. Bernarda Schnörer

Sr. M. Dorothy Bruder

Sr. Mary David Kolc

Sr. M. Severina Kaestel

Sr. M. Corinne Peerenboom

Sr. M. Theolinda Russell

Sr. M. Susanne Geiger

Honoring the Past 
Who can separate us from the love of Christ?

(Rom 8:35)
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“You shall see that the Lord will let His work prosper and there will be beautiful fruits 

ripening on this new tree for Holy Church. God will be glorified.

(M. Frances Streitel, Letter 2(2), 6 to F. Jordan)

And let us pray especially for our Jubilarians as they continue to live 

their consecrated life in ever greater fidelity.

75 Years 

Sr. M. Agape Rabl
(US/Caribbean Province)

70 Years

Sr. M. Dominika Graml 
(Region Deutschland-Österreich)

Sr. Marie Hilgers 
(US/Caribbean Province)

60 Years

Sr. M. Albana Diemer
Sr. M. Armella Meier 

Sr. M. Bernardina Girbinger
Sr. M. Ehrenfrieda Vinzens
Sr. M. Melchiada Winner
Sr. M. Nolaska Hollweck

(Region Deutschland-Österreich)

Sr. Frieda Marie Mohnl
Sr. M. Rosella Romero

Sr. M. Sebastiana Langecker
Sr. M. Sylvia Egan

(US/Caribbean Province)

50 Years

Sr. M. Magdalena Gaismeier
(Region Deutschland-Österreich)

25 Years

Sr. Maria Auxiliadora Chaveiro 
(Delegation Madre Francisca Streitel)

Celebrating the Present 
2012 Jubilarians
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Our 21st General Assembly which was held in Rome from October 14-27,

2012 addressed the theme, to bring fuller life to others. The entire congre-

gation prepared for this ecclesial event through listening, prayer and reflec-

tion. Sisters responded to consultative processes through small group

discussion and gave suggestions for the delegates to consider. In retreat

and in the Assembly the delegates listened with discerning hearts to reports

and presentations from the general superior, the province, the regions and

delegation and the letter from our newer members.

Moving toward the Future
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We walk fearlessly because we are not alone. God is with us! Together with

the Church, strengthened in the faith, we want to be credible and joyful wit-

nesses, proclaiming God, who is the savior of all humankind. 

We looked at our reality, our deepest desires, our resources and also our

fragilities with serenity.  We made a commitment to transform, by the grace

of God, ourselves and our communities, in order to evangelize the people

of our time in the different cultures where we live and minister. 
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Now the work of implementation and deeper conversion begins. Plans will be developed at all

levels of the congregation to facilitate these directions and strategies. Together  with our lay par-

tners let us move forward with faith, patience, courage and hope.
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...to bring fuller life to others...

Let’s walk together!
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