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Congregation of the Sisters 
of the Sorrowful Mother
Third Order Regular of Saint Francis of Assisi

Dear Sisters, Novices, Postulants and Friends,

In this issue of Seeds of Life #6 we chose the theme of evangelization in order to
revitalize our mission and to make a faith journey together with the Church.

As women religious we are “in mission” by virtue of the consecrated life itself .
The task of devoting ourselves wholly to mission is therefore included in the call;
indeed, by the action of the Holy Spirit who is at the origin of every vocation and
charism ..., as was the whole of Jesus’ life. (VC#72) There is a need that we first
become aware of the challenges of our time and bring the light and the beauty of
the Gospel to all situations.  It is a journey of awareness that begins with us, our
communities, the local church, and the various cultures that surround us.

Evangelizing our cultures and being evangelized ourselves anew depends upon
our attentiveness to see reality with the eyes of faith and hope, as well as the abil-
ity to read theological meaning in the signs of the times. (Journeying, General
Principles of SSM Formation).

To evangelize means to transmit the faith that was generated in our hearts by the
gift of Baptism. I do believe, help my unbelief! as the boy’s father, tormented by
the dumb and deaf spirit, cried to Jesus (Mk. 9:24)  Even today this destructive
spirit is evident, but we don’t always turn to Jesus with the same awareness and
humility for healing.  Faith is a gift from God and was given to us so that we
could treasure it and share it with others.  Education in faith, personal testimony
and the joy of having received the faith are the best ways to exchange talents in
the various ecclesial and social scenarios. Young people, families and institutions
are deeply affected by the complex societal changes.  It is urgent to find new ways
for the transmission of this precious heritage of faith in Jesus Christ and His
Gospel to the new generations.

But how to do it if we are unable to hear and to speak or unable to act like the
disciples in the Gospel? The interchange between our faith and prayer enables us
to talk, listen and share faith with others. Essentially, that’s what Jesus did with
the people He encountered. He accepted them as they were, listened to their
desires for fulfillment of life, happiness and love and responded to them.  

In the closing words of Pope Benedict XVI, what the world is in particular need
of today is the credible witness of people enlightened in mind and heart by the
word of the Lord and capable of opening the hearts and minds of many to the
desire for God and for true life, life without end.  (Apostolic Letter, Porta Fidei)

Sr. M. Teresina Marra
General Superior

Publication by: 
General Administration 

Casa Generalizia
Via Paolo III, 7-9

00165 Rome, Italy
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These are the words Jesus Christ used when he com-
missioned his disciples to spread the Good News.
Evangelization has always been a priority in the mis-
sion of the Church. However, because of  current cir-
cumstances of globalization
and a rapidly changing
world, the Church has been
prompted  to rethink  the
transmission of the Gospel
message:  bringing God to
the world in new ways which
can speak to today’s cul-
tures, especially for people
who do not know the faith
very well or who have moved
away from the Church.  

Pope Benedict XVI has
selected  The New Evange-
lization as a priority in the
Church. He has called a Synod, a special gathering
of Bishops from October 7-28, 2012 to discuss the
topic: The New Evangelization for the Transmission of
the Christian Faith. To facilitate preparation, Vatican
officials developed a Lineamenta, a working paper for
the Faithful to use as a guide.

As a religious congregation, we want to participate in
the preparation of this significant ecclesial event, espe-
cially since this Synod occurs during the time of our
General Assembly in Rome. So, for this issue of Seeds

of Life #6, we are focusing
on the New Evangelization
and have used the Linea-
menta as our primary source
of information for this publi-
cation.   

By “New Evangelization”
we have in mind a passion
for the Gospel, using
methods and expres-
sions that can be adapt-
ed to the people of our
day. It is a call for a
reawakening of the mis-
sionary spirit in the

Church. All five continents are considered to be
fields of missionary activity. Evangelization
refers to every aspect of the Church’s activities:
preaching, catechesis, liturgy, sacraments, wor-
ship and the witness of a Christian life (Evan-
gelii Nuntiandi 17, 21, 48ff) 

OUR MISSION
Evangelize in the new ecclesial and social scenario  

Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of  the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you.  And, behold, I am with you always, until the end of time. (Mt 28:19-20)
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Centered on the Person of Jesus
Christ — According to John Paul II, the
new evangelization “is not a matter of
merely passing  on  doctrine but rather
of a personal and profound meeting with
the Savior.” Evangelization simply
means living our faith in such a visible
way that people see Christ in us.  This
witness is evident through our actions
and words.  

A Responsibility of the Entire People
of God - In the past evangelization was
often perceived to be the work of mis-
sionaries or priests. Missionary activity
is a matter for all Christians, for all dio-
ceses and parishes, Church institutions and associa-
tions. (Redemptoris Missio, Ad Gentes 2) The chal-
lenge of the new evangelization is clear:  we are called
to live out our baptismal vocation through lives of ded-
icated service and to invite others to share our faith.  

Directed to Individuals and to Cultures - Not only
individuals, but cultures need to be transformed by the
influence of the Gospel. In her missionary activity the
Church encounters different cultures and becomes
involved in the process of inculturation. By inculturation
we mean that the Church utilizes the resources of dif-

ferent cultures in its preaching to spread
and explain the message of Christ, to
examine and understand it more deeply
and to express it more perfectly in the
liturgy and in various aspects of the life
of the faithful. (Gaudium at Spes 58:Ad
Gentes 1) Evangelization, according to
John Paul II, should lead to a civilization
of love.   

Comprehensive Process of Christian-
ization—Proclamation of the Gospel is
the essential first step.  It is the   founda-
tion of a life long process, which also
involves catechetical instruction, moral
doctrine and the social teaching of the

Church.  Those who are incorporated into Christ are
incorporated into His Body.  They are joined to God
through the sacraments and the Church community.

Two-fold Dynamic—As an evangelizer the Church
begins by evangelizing herself.  In this dual missionary
and evangelizing dynamic, the Church not only exer-
cises her active role as proclaimer, but also her reflec-
tive role as  listener and disciple. (EN, 15)

**Adapted from (c)Dave Nodar-www.christlife.org

THE NEW EVANGELIZATION IS…**
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From the beginning of our congregation, the message
of evangelization has been a central focus of our lives
and  ministries. Mother Frances Streitel, our foundress,
sought to confront society with the witness of the sis-
ters’ love expressed through poverty, penance, and
obedience so as to invite conversion to God.  Through-
out the years, our congregational goals have continued
to emphasize some aspect of evangelization. 

In our congregational goals 2007- 2012 we committed
ourselves to make evangelization our primary priority.
Evangelization is our primary goal - giving witness as
Jesus did to the love, compassion and forgiveness of
the Father. (20th General Assembly)

At this time we have a new opportunity to enter more
deeply into the process of evangelization with the
Church and to learn more about how to bear witness to
our faith, deepen our spiritual life as Catholics and wel-
come back those who have moved away. As a starting
point for dialogue, we asked a number of sisters, SSM
associates and partners in ministry to respond to a few
questions so that we might understand more fully  the
“signs of the times” and the challenges of the new
evangelization.

Evangelization in the Congregation 
of the Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother
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In Italy there is a
deep economic and
values crisis. This
implies a lack of
long term planning
for youth and fami-
lies. There are new
forms of poverty
related to the insta-
bility of family and
social relationships.
The number of iso-
lated elderly, dis-
abled, sick, single
parent families and
youth is growing due
to the new social
network. The
Church is often far

removed from the real problems of the faithful. The
strongest challenge in the coming years will be to min-
ister to the poorest by proclaiming Gospel values, wit-
nessing a simple and joyful community life, creating
opportunities and places of listening and communion
for the people, and above all, for youth and families. 

Sr. M. Emily Bottinelli, 
Region San Francesco d’Assisi

The number of Christians in Austria and especially in
the cities is diminishing very rapidly, primarily due to
the immigration of non-Christian people. For this rea-
son, a restructuring of the church is necessary through
a pooling of parishes and an intensive formation pro-
gram for the  parishioners.  I am challenged to be well-
informed about my faith and to live it as authentically
as possible. I do this by preparing for and celebrating
the sacraments and by accompanying the children in
“Kinderkirche”. This allows me to share my faith at
least a little.

Regina Tischberger, 
Co-Worker, Vienna, Austria
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SOCIAL AND ECCLESIAL SCENARIO
Challenges to live our faith

Our Christian Communities are experiencing significant changes 
in the Church and society.  These changes affect the manner in which

individuals/groups respond to their faith.



The scenario of the current situation in Austria is, on
the one hand, a society that changes very rapidly, and
on the other hand, a church that scarcely takes us into
account. The challenge for us is to search for the true
meaning of our Christian faith in prayer and meditation
on the Word of God and to proclaim it through love of
neighbor in our daily lives.  A retreat for everyday life
that is offered to us by the SSM community of Vienna
helps us to deepen our faith and to renew our relation-
ship with God.

Enzo and Elisabeth Caruso,
SSM Associates, Vienna, Austria

Our society today in the Dominican Republic is direct-
ed by a corrupt system of governance. The Church,
on the other hand, is urging the faithful to work for
Truth, but is not preparing youth to assume public and
political posts; therefore there is no one to hold back
the corruption. Political campaigns are in full force pro-
viding alcohol and parading noisily through the streets.
There are no groups that raise their voices to protest
against the system. The challenge is to include the
parameters of our Christian faith in trying to effect sys-
temic change in society today. For us it is of para-
mount importance to educate the children in our cen-
ters that they learn early on to live these aspects. 

Sr.  M. Corita Ortiz, 
US/Caribbean Province

In Germany many enlightened people abandon the
Church because they no longer understand its lan-
guage and its message. Most of the faithful desire an
outward-looking church which is open to communica-
tion and education. Many people seeking a religious
experience are no longer reached by the traditional
forms of devotion and cannot find adequate spiritual
opportunities within the church. The challenge for my
faith, found in the Credo, consists in remaining  open
and loyal to the Church in spite of the suffering, hoping
for  the assistance of the Holy Spirit.

Gunter Viohl, 
Eichstätt, Germany

In the Health Care Ministry in the United States we
respond to the call to serve in the Franciscan tradition
— preach the Gospel always, use words if necessary,
seeking the face of Christ in those we serve, and hop-
ing they see Christ in us.  We increasingly face con-
strained resources in the face of increased demand for
services.  Technological advances bring the potential
of great gifts of healing as well as complex and difficult
choices.  And the richness of a society formed by
greater diversity demands informed and compassion-
ate leadership.  Living our faith requires that we stay
focused on our mission and are uncompromising in the
application of our values.  We can then continue to
serve as a beacon of hope for our communities.

John Finan, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, USA

Today, in the Caribbean, because of the availability of
the new media, the message of the Church gets lost
and is often interpreted as being  out of touch with real-
ity. The message of the Church points to the future,
while the new media gives a response to the here and
now. To live a life of faith in a society that sees God as
irrelevant requires that we need to rediscover a whole
new way of engaging others so that the centrality of
dependency on God becomes relevant in their lives.  

Sr. Velorna Marie Gervais, 
US/Caribbean Province

Seeds of Life May 2012
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At our SSM Associate meeting recently we all came to
the consensus that the political situation in our coun-
try challenges us to live and stand up for our faith.
For example, a group of Catholic priests are suing the
government over regulations requiring religious institu-
tions to provide contraceptive coverage. The Baptists
joined the fight to argue against the mandate before
members of Congress. Problems stem from some
people who are supporting their political party even
though their beliefs go against our Christian principles.
We pray that the leaders of the churches convince
their members to stand up for what is moral and right.

John & Maggie Schaffer, 
SSM Associates, New Mexico, USA

The social, political and church situation in Germany is
in the process of changing. The old structures are inad-
equate. In this time of complex change the Church is
reacting by restructuring, letting go of staff, and holding
on to traditions. For me, as a faithful Christian, authen-
ticity is the challenge. I try to give witness through pro-
moting justice within the Church and society.  

Petra Schmidt, 
SSM Associate, Munich, Germany 

The “new” evangelization presents new needs and
“new” challenges to our local churches. In our time and
cultural context we experience an age without great
passion and ideals, but rather predominated by uncer-
tain thought and subjugated by unlimited hedonism.
The Christian communities are thus called upon to
communicate “in an understandable way” their reason
to hope (cf. 1 Pt 3, 15). It is important that we are  cred-
ible models and joyful witnesses of the “merciful love of
the Father”, communicating gentleness and respect.
Without listening to the deep questions of others, espe-
cially the poor, suffering and marginalized (Lk 10:25-
37), faith cannot be “present-day” nor much less” mis-
sionary” faith. In the logic of the Incarnation, there is no
“true” announcement of the Gospel without “compas-
sion” and “taking care” of others. (Mt 25:31-46).

Stefano Cavallotto,
Italy

As a hospital chaplain in Marshfield, Wisconsin, I have
numerous opportunities for evangelization. One
recent example was a gentleman who lived a very full
life, but had drifted away from his early Catholic faith.
His health had not been the best in recent years, so
being hospitalized gave him an opportunity to recon-
nect with God and rearrange his priorities. His desire
was to live his later years more in tune with the Gospel
values that he learned in childhood. In my role as
hospital chaplain I was able to journey with him so that
he could determine his future direction. 

Sr. Jeanine Retzer, 
US/Caribbean Province
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I live in Tanzania in a poverty-stricken environment.
Both spiritual and material poverty are widespread
and it is very difficult to fully harness the potential
which God has placed within us. The challenge for me
is how to use my faith to help instill creativity and ded-
ication among the faithful by inspiring and motivating
them to live their faith with conviction.

F. Raymond Saba, 
Diocese of Kigoma, Tanzania

What a blessing the arrival of the sisters to Vila
Pedroso! In the sixties, Vila Pedroso was developing
near the land occupied by the landless. The Convent of
the SSM’s was in this area. The sisters at that time, as
well as those who have been faithfully continuing the
mission, have always shared everything and were
involved in the pastoral ministry of the parish, at that
time called “do Bom Jesus do Palmito”. This is the
“Favelas” and expansion period, with neighborhoods
that had very little. The sisters began visiting people
house by house, carrying medicines and supplies, but,
above all, God’s blessings. They listened to their prob-
lems and alleviated their anxieties. Everything was
done with love. Then they started the education min-
istry for children, youth, men and women. They built a
more responsible and human community, but always
focused on the need for evangelization, especially
more today because Christian values are weakened by
materialism and consumerism. 

P. Salvatore Filia, 
Goiânia, Brazil
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Let me say from the outset, that as
a result of my encounters with
Christ, my view of my role has
changed from one of simply being a
volunteer, to that of having a fuller
personal ministry. My encounters
have come from two primary
sources: homilies and my associ-
ation with Catholic healthcare. The
relevance of the scripture to both
the challenges and opportunities in
my life through the spoken word
remains my foundation. My involvement with
Catholic healthcare has provided me a broader context
for service for the healing powers of Christ. From here,
I have moved forward to working with other organiza-
tions that are dealing with today’s personal and social
challenges. My purpose is to provide at a conscious
level, encounters that are based on Catholic ideals.

William Werner, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA

In Nova Xavantina, Mato Grosso, Brazil we try to adapt
ourselves to the new political, social and cultural
needs. In a simple way, we offer opportunities for faith
formation in the school,  individual and group prayer,
penitential celebrations and the Eucharist so that not
only the people involved in our activities can meet
Christ, but also many other people who come in con-
tact with us. Today we can count on the SSM Associ-
ates, children, youth and adults as they evangelize
having had an experience with God during our congre-
gational’s celebrations, sharing of the virtues of Vener-
able Mary Frances Streitel, other congregational
reflection and website materials.  

Sr. M. Arminda de Paula Camargo, 
Delegation Madre Francisca Streitel

The heart of our Via Christi Health
System Mission - “…we serve as a
healing presence…” - calls us to
bring Christ’s healing and hope to
each of our patients, residents,
families and staff. We provide a
myriad of opportunities for our
employees to step back and be re-
connected and re-ignited with this
call. New employee orientation
starts with our mission, core values
and the service standards that

demonstrate them in our daily work. Retreats on the
Gospel message and a year-long formation program
which includes our heritage, a life of virtue, ethical
decision-making, prayer and reflection all serve as
examples. 

Lynnette Rauvola Bouta,
Wichita, Kansas, USA

I feel a great desire for authenticity and trustworthiness
in the Church.  In my parish which is led by the Sale-
sians, the priests courageously look to the future,  go
beyond their limitations, doing  the seemingly impossi-
ble, step by step in faith and confidence in God.
Together we are openly searching for God.   The
church services of the Salesians  have attracted so
many people within the last few years that the church
has become too small. Because of these experiences
I feel nourished in my daily life, so I choose to remain
faithful to the Church.  Many others remain faithful for
the same reason.

Cordula Ingelmann, 
Eichstätt, Germany

WAYS OF ENCOUNTERING CHRIST 
Challenges for the transmission of the faith

Our times call upon the Church to renew her manner of evangelization 
and display a new readiness that is relevant to our situation.

9



This year our Diocese of Kahama, Tanzania is cele-
brating its 25th anniversary.  Our Parish in Ifunde is
only 10 years old. Therefore, our primary ministry as a
small SSM community is evangelization. We are com-
mitted to promoting the faith so that every person that
we meet can have a concrete experience of Jesus
Christ and may feel loved by Him. It is from a real
meeting with God that life can really change; it is pos-
sible to let go of customs, traditions and beliefs that
block human development. Through catechesis,
human and spiritual formation, education in the pri-
mary schools and caring for the sick from  various vil-
lages we are able to touch all ages. 

Sr. M. Emmanuela Locatelli, 
Region San Francesco d’Assisi 

In order to evangelize in the context of today’s world, it
is necessary that individuals and communities are
open to the Holy Spirit and are ready to witness Jesus
Christ crucified. In fact, He reveals the loving face of
God. Transmitting our faith means generating hope in
the hearts of the people of our time that are often
blocked and obscured by fears and doubts.

Sr. M. Lucilda Borges Cantuária, 
Delegation Madre Francisca Streitel  

St. Mark’s Gospel framework for evangelization is still
relevant today. While several parishes have the neces-
sary tools to evangelize, many are rather lukewarm in
exposing their diverse population to each other and to
programs that would bring the Gospel to life.  Howev-
er, there are a few who bring together the leaders of all
parish ministries to plan and execute meaningful litur-
gies that include homilies with substance, multicultural
celebrations, retreats, workshops, Bible study, a wel-
coming environment and other meaningful programs
that encourage all to take up the task assigned us by
Jesus.

Sr. Joan Angela Edwards,
US/Caribbean Province

Seeds of Life May 2012
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In our local community the
Eucharist is a daily gift.
Through conscious prepara-
tion, we try to  understand it
more deeply. Sharing per-
sonal reflections on the daily
readings with each other,  we
try to connect the liturgical
texts with our daily life. It is
important that as we offer the
bread and wine at the offer-
tory that we also offer our
daily lives to God. In addition
to the Eucharistic  celebra-
tion we have weekly Bible
sharing which helps us to live more deeply the  Word
of God.

SSM Local Community in Vienna, 
Region Deutschland-Österreich

The centrality of the Eucharist in our communities
hinges on the concept of “breaking of the bread and
breaking open the Word”. The richness of the
Eucharist, comes through the breaking open of the
Word of God in our lives as we reflect on Scripture, are
captured by its message and impelled to action.
Eucharist is coming before the Lord in our own broken-
ness, being refreshed and renewed through the recep-
tion of the Eucharist and then moving to union with
each person and event we encounter in our daily lives.
Eucharist is that spiral of being called into deeper rela-
tionship and love with God compelling us to show love
to all through words and actions.

Sr. Sherri Marie Kuhn, 
US/Caribbean Province

For me, the Eucharist is the
central point of the day.
Jesus gives himself on the
altar daily for my redemption.
It is the encounter between
God and humanity. At the
Last Supper Jesus gave his
body and blood to his disci-
ples. I can give myself to
God as a sacrifice with body
and soul, talents and every-
thing I have, also with my
mistakes and shortcomings.
I am included in Jesus’ sacri-
fice, in his death and resur-

rection. I can receive him into my heart every day. His
word and his bread are my daily strength.

Sr. M. Ehrentrudis Pickl,
Region Deutschland-Österreich

The Eucharist belongs to the rhythm of our day; it is a
gift. So that it doesn’t become routine, we should help
each other to maintain its place as the highlight of the
day. When we share the Word of God, we make it a
mutual gift and, in this way, become mediators of the
Word. We are a gifted people; we are given the time for
daily Eucharist and Adoration. We are sent to proclaim
the Word of God, to share the bread as a communion
in Him, with Him, and for each other.

Sr. M. Maurilla Renner,
Region Deutschland-Österreich

Eucharist is a mystery. As such it cannot be experi-
enced. It is faith and has to be believed. This belief can
be made visible through our way of life. 

Sr. M. Wendelina Graml, 
Region San Francesco d’Assisi

EXPERIENCING THE CENTRALITY OF EUCHARIST 
Word and Bread

11



Seeds of Life May 2012

The activities of our Community of Casa Francesca in
Santa Maria degli Angeli are youth ministry and voca-
tion encouragement, and the daily Eucharistic celebra-
tion and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament are the
focus. In summertime, when we have a higher number
of young people in the house, we take time for Adora-
tion after dinner. In the silence we have the opportuni-
ty to contemplate the mystery of Eucharist. This is an
important time, as we reflect upon our activities of the
day. Also the sharing of God’s Word is an important
moment for us and for those who join us to pray ves-
pers on Saturdays, Sundays and important feasts. Our
community discernment is based upon God’s Word
and so that is how we orient the youth in their life choic-
es.

Sr. Maria Stella Carta, 
Region San Francesco d’Assisi

Eucharist is the power unit of all daily activity. The
meeting with the living and true God in the Eucharistic
celebration is the most important moment of the whole
day.  Ministry , our personal and community lives, are
the places where we continue to experience the
Eucharist. This entails that we allow ourselves to be
broken open so that the Love of Christ is made visible
and not our egos.  This incarnation of the love of God,
which includes  everybody, is  the witness that is most
needed in our society. 

Post. Antonella Boi, 
Region San Francesco d’Assisi

In our   SSM community we experience the centrality
of the Eucharist both in ritual and action. In the ritual
part, we give higher priority to participating in the daily
Eucharist, making it the most important part of our day,
drawing strength and wisdom for our ministry.  In the
action part, with a heightened awareness that we are
connecting with Jesus’ mission,  we advocate for the
voiceless, visit the sick, feed the hungry and provide
health care for the uninsured.   

Sr. M. Felicidad Chavez, 
US/Caribbean Province

Eucharist has always been a primary focus in our SSM
communities. We realize that all of us are part of the
body of Christ. Our ministries give us the privilege of
bringing a compassionate Christ to those in need.
Since our foundation we know Christ needs to be the
center of our lives as we encounter Him in each other.
Our sisters spend time in Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament, are fed by His Word and are sustained in
the Eucharist by His precious Body and Blood. Our
foundress, Venerable Mother Frances Streitel, taught
us by word and example to cherish the gift of
Eucharist.

Sr. Mary Ellen Joyce, 
US/Caribbean Province
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I believe that the Word of God has many times been planted in my life, often because of another who
received the seed in ready soil, brought forth a harvest and shared that goodness with me.

I believe that the call to be a sower of the Word is a privilege and a blessing, that no one can ever earn
the right or claim the duty, that it is a gift freely given and a ministry to be constantly celebrated in grat-
itude.

I believe that great things can come forth from even the tiniest seed planted in love and cared for ten-
derly in the heart of another.

I believe that usually only God knows what is sprouting and greening will come from the Word planted
through my ministry. I am content in knowing that I have tried with the Sower’s grace, to seed that Word
in faith and with joy.

I believe that even the most insignificant aspects of life can be the seed of God’s gifting, that deeper
faith can root and mature in very ordinary soil.

I believe that some dying of seed has to take place before it can give itself over to life, that every heart
has its germination time, its dark moment, before the future hallowedness of harvest comes.

I believe that it takes much patience to sow a seed, to freely give it away to the heart of earth, to allow
it to take root and to grow in its own good time.

I believe that my life will always know its season of hope, that I will find flowers after every finality of
ice and snow, that I will find green, growing things after every harsh, barren reign of winter’s rage.

And most of all…

I believe in the Sower of all seeds, in the God of the harvest, in the Giver of all good and growing things,
my Lord and my God!

From “Fresh Bread” by Sr. Joyce Rupp

Called to be Church 

I Believe 
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Holy Trinity, send

Your Spirit of Love, 
to transform our hearts
with your purifying fire,

Your Spirit of Peace, 
to enable us to build bridges

of communion among us,

Your Spirit of Light, 
to make us a source

of enlightenment and new life for others,

Your Spirit of Reconciliation,
to empower us

to build new relationships among us,

Your Spirit of Wisdom,
to bring fuller life

to others,

Your Spirit of Counsel,
to open our minds

to the truths of our lives,

Your Spirit of Understanding, 
to recognize God’s will
for our Congregation.

Prayer for the 21st General Assembly

Rome, October 14-27, 2012

Theme of the 21st General 
Assembly: "...to bring fuller life

to others." (OWL,# 51)
Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother

We invite you to join us as we continue to prepare for this significant ecclesial event in the Church
and  to pray together with us for a successful outcome of our 21st General Assembly from October
14 - 27, 2012. 


